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General Kim Il-sung, Premier of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
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orea is often called “the Balkans
of the Or:ent” in view of her
geographicdl position which is
, sandwitched between the great
powers. In the past, the unternatlonal powers
which ‘surrounded her \brought about the’
most - unhappy and mlserable condmons to
the people of the penmsula How ever, it
is entirely unjust if such results are attributed

to the’ Korea’s geographical position. It

was not Korea which w‘aj,nted to get involved

- in the power politics. It was solely on account
of ‘the manipulation qf the international
powers which determined the fate of
Korea. If Korea was to be blamed for any
thing, it was the inability of her former rulers
who could not cope with the ever-changing
international situation thz;t affected Korea and
her people. l : A
After the Japanese surrender, Korea is
liberated if not completely Her people are
awakened politically. At least in the northern
half of the people’s Democratxc Republic of

Korea—north of the 38
Parallel—the people have
shaken off the shackles
which used to hamper their
progress towaird security.and
prosperity. In contrast to the
imperialistic policy pursued
by the United States in
South Korea, the Soviet
occupation of North Korea-
was not only benevolent
but was the most helpful
factor in enabling the
Koreans to stand up and to
get what they really needed
The Soviet occupation of
North Korea and the estabhsment of ‘the
People’s Democratic Republic are legarded by
the Koreans as being the milestones of thelr
national destiny. The Soviet occupation was
meant the complete collapse of the Japanese
rule in Korea and the pavement« of the way
toward a {ree life for the Korean people. The
People’s Republic . was not set up on an in-
secure ground. It is laid down on a solid
foundation which had been duly prepared
since the liberation. The Soviet troops were
withdrawn in conformity with the wishes of
the Koreans who felt strong enough todefend -
themselves against aggressors.

The once oppressed and explmted people
are today freed from all shackles. They have
now land to till and factories for work for
their own benefit. Their improving living
conditiohs have become convincing factors’
for their loyalty to their government and their.!
leaders.” A brief survey of the achievements
of North Korea since the liberation would
serve to:illuminate how these have been done
and what benefits are being received by the
people as a result. '

It is an indisputable fact that the pxesent ’
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progress being witnessed in North Korea was
made possible only through the great leader-
Sh\lp manifested by General Kim Il-sung, and
also by the decent and wise policy of the
Soviet Government pursued since the libera-
tion. Upon occupation of the northern half
of Korea, the Soviet authorities handed over
immediately to the Korean people the raillQ
ways, factories, mines which had been seized
from the Japanese.
stay in Korea they accorded every assistance
possible in the enforcement of various

democratic reforms so eagerly awaited by the

pecple. In addition, they helped
them to start to rebuild their
shattered economy and culture
crippled by the long domination of
the Japanese imperiel sts.

. Thanks to the land reform, at
presént, the peasants have become
owners of theland which are being
tilled by them. The nationalization
of essential industries has enabled
the workers to work for their own
benefit as well as for the State.

The enforcment of the agricul-
tural taxation in kind and of the )
labour law including an eight-hour
working system and a social secur- ”
ity system have insured a rapid 7‘ .
improvement of the livelihood both of the
peasants and workers.

It is notewoithy that more than one

thousand- essential factories and plants have
so far recovered, of which two hundred are
equipped with the most up-to-date machines.

Besides the recovery, one of the most significant
facts which proves that North Korea is
progressing rapidly in industrialization is the
establishment of new factories non-existent in
the past. Among other things, the Pyengyang
Machine Tool Manufacturing Factory, the

During their three-year -

Pyengyang Textile Mill, and the Nampo
Plate Glass Manufacturing Factory are worthy
of mentioning.

North Korea used to be known as an
area which always suffered from food shortage.
However, following the land reform, it
has been successfully transformed into an area
capable of producing foodstuffs sufficient to
meet the demand of its inhabitants. Already
in 1948 North Korea surpassed the output by
104 per cent over that in 1939 which was the

maximum output ever recorded under the

Japanese rule. As a result, all the commadity

General Kim Il-suné with school children.

28 ABFFERARERRLF

prices have fallen considerably in propotrtion
to the increase of the outputs of agriculture
and industry. ,
Today, under the new Twc-Year People’s
Economic Plan, the people in North Korea are
devoted not only to the work for the northern
half of the Republic, butalso to the preparation
of the eventual unification of the country-to
feed and clothe the southern compatriots, and
to recover the factories in South Korea which
are collapsing rapidly due to the destructive
policy pursued by the American imperialists
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and by the national traitors.  The extensive
plan is_éarriéd out not only by the peasants
and workers alone but by% the entire people
including intellectuals and f)rivate industrialists
and businessmen -whoj' are allowed to
engage in their field of ‘
activity with maximum :
aid granted by the :
government. :
In cultural life the
days are gone when an
artist or a writer starved !
to death before he could
attain his material success.
An extensive freedom is
given to the cultural work- ‘;

ers for their contribution:
to the cultural development
of the people. They no
longer crawl helplessly
in a slum, gnawing their |
talent for no purpose till ;i Republic of Korea.
they disappear ignonim-
ously. They have now bec;ome active workers
of the society for the cultufal life of the masses.

_ Theilliteracy which used to compel the people
reamin always in spiritual 'dark ness has all but
been wiped out. Atpresent,almost everybody
in North Korea knows hojw to read and write,
Hundreds of thousands of the sons and daughters

of the toiling people are recj,eiving today middle

The emblem of the Democratic ‘People’s
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and higher education at varicus institutions.
In short, within four years’ time since the
liberation North Korea has been transformed
Today
it is a land of peace and democracy in a strong

into a world of light from darkness.

contrast to the situation
in South Korea where
the people are starving
and halfnaked, where the
people are compelled to
rise and fight against the

5\1\,‘ \f new tyranny in order to

%///?/;' L be re-liberated from their
N

.new masters.
The illustrations pre-
" sented in this modest
pictorial would form ‘a
vivid picture r§minding'
what a free pe&ple could
do once they are really
freed to devote their
~ energy and patriotism
to their now welfare ard
to the interests of their own country.  Any
sympathy or interest shown by the reader in
connection with this pictorial will, therefore,
serve the original purpose of its pﬁBlication-
introducing New Korea to the common people
of the world.
The Editor.
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The National Flag flirting in front of the People’s Supreme

Council of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
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The Presidium of_the People’s Supreme Council.

Premler Kim Tl-sung reporting before the Supreme Council on the results achieved by the People’s Republic.
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he most brilliant page in the

history of the Korean independence

movement was turned ov. r on Aug.

25, 1948. On this day the People s

Supreme Council was born.” The

majority of the population of the entire Korea

had participated in the general election. In South

Korea 77.52 of the population had cast votes

thr(‘)ugh- underground method while in North
Korea 99.97 of the population had Vbted

The inauguration of the peoples Supreme

Council announced the birth of th ""f:Democratlc

People’s Republic of Korea, passed the

Constitution of the Republic, and eégablished the

Central Government of the Republic. General

-Kim Ilsuug was elected as the Premier of the

Republic, enjoying an unanimoussupport of the

entire Korean people,

BEARGHNE NN

General Kim Il-sung is bemg elected “unanimously as the Premier of the People s Republic. (Second from the right)
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(1) The Ministers of the Government of the Democratic

People’s Republic,

(2) A queue at the election booth.

-(3) Farmers are celebrating the general election.

(4) A celebration by the representatives of peocple’s
organizations.

(5) An oldman is casting a vote tor the electlon of the
Provisional People’s Committee. ‘

(6) A Flower-decorated street-car is on parade in Pyeng-
yang City for the celebration of the general election.
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he land reform is considered to be
the most important one among
the achieve ments gained through
various democratic measures
undertaken by the People’s
Republic, as.the peasants occupy

over 80% of the entire population of Korea.

Since the promulgation of the Land Reform

Law in March 1946 by the Provisional Peo-

ple’s “ Ccmmittee under the [leadership of

General Kim Ilsung, the first step taken was

to make 720,000 households of tenants have

791,390 hectares of land. Thus the farmers

became owners of their land and the deep-

rooted feudal relationship of the village life

. was completely eliminated. |
= As a result, "the ‘living" standard -of the

peasants has been much raised. The peasants

who used to be constantly harassed by hunger

are now not only sufficiently, fed but also

have surplus food. Further, the villages are

enjoying a civilizedand cultured life. Alarge

scale construction works of residences are

underway for them. Electric lamps, and

stovas, s2wing maichines, radios arz no morz

curious thingsfor their daily life. 1,833 clu’s,

7,300 libraries, 6,000 cultural

organizations, 7 ,300 athletic

groups and 9,300 organiz-

ations for various cultural

and recreational activities

(March 1949.) have beenset

up in the rural area. Before

the Liberation only 644,000

children from the peasant

families studied at school. In

1848 1,317,000 children from

villages have been receiving !

education at 1niversities, col-~

leges and other institutions.




(1)Most of the farms are being mechanized since the land reform.
{(2)Peasants feel happy over their rich harvest.

(3)Peasants are busy with handling cereals while school kids are’ savlng goodbye.
to their mother.
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(1) People are celebrating the?promulgation of the (4) Inside of a peasant’s house.

Land Reform Law in 1946, :
(2) A Parade for celebratiorjl,.
(3) Peasants are paying taxejs in kind. the Land Reform Law.
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(5) Peasants are giving an enthuiastic welcome to
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(1) A field scene expressed by

a painter’s brush.

) Men, women and children are working_ together o

a reclaimed land to increase their production.:
(4) The sowing.
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(1) Sheep are breeding on a plain.

(2) Pigs are fattening.

(3) Horses are idlijng.

(4) Hykrid cows, |
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The Development of Livestock Industry

During the war the Japanese imperialists took away a large
number of livestock from Korea to Japan, depleting the industry
to such an extent that every 35 households had only one head
of bull or cow. General Kim [l-sung stressed that the second impor-
tant task of developing rural economy consists of the development
of the livestock industry. “In order to expand, the agricultural
production, we must develop the livestock " industry and must set
up sources of feed”, he declared. “To, meet the individual de-
mand for meat consumption, we should, first of all, increase the
5L number of pigs,” he added. He encouraged the peasants to fulfill

this task by utilizing properly the advanced science.
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arine Products Gu EBmH

orth Korea has superlour harbours and fishing
districts dotted along her picturesque coasts.
\-v Marine resources are rich and abundant. However,
in the past the output of marine" products were-
limited due to the fact that the industry was mostly in pr1vate
hands. Oxzly since 1946 the state began to organize and operate
the industry gradually In 1948 the state operated 4.2% and
the- marine ' cooperatives 19. 7% of the industry respectively.
According to the Two-Year People Econcmic Plan, the
capacity of the fishing industry is scheduled to be raised to 39.6%
in 1949 and 65% in 1950 respectlve]y
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Fishermen are pulling nets.

Women are engaged in
selecting captured fishes.
A fisherman’s joy over his
satisfactory work result.




(1) The Hydro-Electric Power Generating
Plant at Soofoong. Due to poor design and to
the inferior quality of material used by the
Japanese, a part of the construction showed
symptoms of dilapidation. In order to recover
the power supply to some of the plants in North
Kored and also in order to prevent a flood during
rainy season, the Democratic People’s Requblic
of Korea had ordered a complete recdnstruction.
Though the construction was gigantic, the Repub-
lic’s labour and technicians successfully accomp-
lished their task. The new construction surpasses
the old one in scale and strength.

(2) The Electric Transformer Station at
gmle Soofoong Hydro-Electric Power Generating
ant.

(3) Generators in the Soofoong Hydro-
electric Power Generating Plant.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

he industrial development is most essential for promoting the livelihood of the people. On Aug. 10, 1946, the Provisional
People’s Committee in North Korea promulgated The Law of Nationalization of Industries which subsequeatly nationalized
all the major industries including communication, transportation. banking formerly belonged either to Japanese ‘or to national

traitors.: This policy laid the foundation of

of manpower of the people for their own benefit.

The industries in North Korea sustained heavy dam1

destroyed; 64 coal and other mines were flooded while 178 mines were d

damaged or destroyed. Thus the industries of North Korea were completely paralysed.

promulgation of the Labour Law, the workers responded spontaneously to the appeal of Generat

rapid recovery of the industry Wheel after wheel began to turn: chimaey after chimney started to puff smoke:

not only recovered their former capacity but also surpassed the figures recorded before the Liberation.

“The Two-Year People’s Economic Plan’ has been put into effect’in the early 1919 which is scheduled to be completed at the end of 1950,

In his new year address General Kim Il-sung appeated to the people for a triumphant accomplishment of this task. He said among other

things, that the total output of the state-operated industries in 1950 shoulq'be raised two-fold over that in 1948: that the output of the metallurgical,

machine and chemical industries should be greatly increased. - In field of light indastey, especially in fiber industry, 1,200,000 meters and 6,000.000

metera of silk clothing material are scheduled to be produczd in 1913 and 195) respectively. The output of artificial silk in 1950 is scheduled to be
three-fold comoared with that in 1948 whileSthat of the cotton stuffs will be increased two fold. o

the rapid development of the industries, enabling the maximum utilization

gas at the timz of' ths Japanese surrender. 19 electric plants were
estroyed; 47 plants of diverse categories were either

 Following the nationalization of industries and the
Kim Il-sung. by devoting their efforts to the
Every field of industry







(1) Labour hero Kim Won-g ung..

(2) The mine workers.

(3) In the mine pit.
(4) ‘Moosan Iron Mine.

(5) An iron ore carrier.
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(1) A large furnace at Nampo Steel Plant.
(2) A large furnace at Chungjin Steel Plant. 7
(3) W_o'ina'n' skilled-labour at the Yongsung Machinery Plant.
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(1) Ship-building industry is set up. (4) Locomotive manufacturing plant.
(2) Workers are installing machines at a dockyard. (5) A locomotive about to be completed.
(3) A steamship launched into water. (6) Ribbon-cutting ceremoney for the first electric trai
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(1) An -oil refinery established at
Aoji to meet the demand of fuel and
other kinds of oil.

(2) The. world-known Heungnam
Fertilizer Plant.

(3) Fertilizer is being delivered.

(4) The gas electric power genera-
ting room. ‘
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L T,_he Sinyeejoo Textile Mill.
(2) The Pyengyang Artificial
Silk Mill.

(3) The Pyengyéng Silk Mill.
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i) Rubber shoes.
b) Rubber shoes are being

manufactured at a plant in
Pyengyang.
) The Sariwan Tertile
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n June 1946 the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea promulgated the Labour
Law.  The main points of tkis law consist of 8-hour work-day system, social insurafece,;,
indiscrimination of work and wage between male and female workers, abolition of chlld
labcur and reduction of workirg hours for those aged urder sixteen.

The social insurance defined in the Labour Law is playirg an important role in the life

of the people in North Korea. The premium paid by the workers and government emyloyees who partlclpute
in the social insurance occupies only one per cent of the wage they receive. The sharp increase of the
insurance fund during the past three years (1947, 1948, 1949) g proves how enthusiastic are the workers in

=) it A iR
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«_ this respect: 220,000,000 won in 1947; 250,000,000 won in 1948; 458,000,000
won in 1949. The number of sparticipants in 1948 was 6,210. 000 persons.
The Labour Law defines that the workers and govérnment employefs
are allowed-to have not more -than six days of special furlough pcr year
in accordance with national’ and rehgxous customs, be51d¢s sundays’ -,and
national holidays (5 days). =~
The Labour Law also defines that all the workers shou]d }*ave at
least two weeks of regular’ vacati>n per year whlle children unﬁ,er 16
should have at least .one month of vacation. - Those workers eng%ged in
dangerous industry are granted at least two weeks of supplementary
furlough in addition to the regular vacatlon
According to the figures pubhshed in 1948, the social insurance
agency established 134 msurance hospitals, 70' people’s hospxtals, 10

red-cross hospitals, 7 sdnatoriums and health’ resorts
in 11 scenic “districts, ‘of which the world famous -
§ Diamond Mountain district alone provides 60 health
¥ resorts. ° Thus every’ worker and government
employee can-enjoy' free of charge
two weeks or more of vacation per
year at one of the resorts.

4

(1) The world famous Diamond
Mountain. Tnere are sanator-
iums and resorts.

(2) Library at a resort.

{3) A dentist is inspecting
teeth- for a worker at a
social insurance hospital.
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’ p:opl : ARMY “In order to make our Fatherland completely independent, to protect

: our Fatherland and people, and to prevent all the enemies who might.
invade our Fatherland, the people must have their own army.”” (Quoted from a speech by General Kim Il-sung.)

“A people’s army of Korea should be organized in order to protect the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

The task of the people’s army of Korea consists of protecti.ng the national sovereignty and the freedom of the people.”

“The citizens should protect the Fatherland, and the protection of the Fatherland is the highest duty and honour

of the citizens.” (Quoted from the Constitution.)
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(1) An air force demonstration.

(2) The People’s Army marclées on in perfect

morale and discipline.

(3) The paradppir crestleriRelease 2002/07/24 : CIA-R
(4) Powerful aspects of the People’s Army.
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lﬁgﬂm‘; %ﬁ’r %% %{;5 -3:4] E?EE{ % _ he People’s Army of Korea was born on
5 = P B M . Teb. 8,1948. It has been developed by
fﬁffﬂ%i;?%%ﬁgggéHm\%gﬁg HED RV eaps and bounds during the past two yeats.”

*% Aﬁkﬁzkr\b]\gﬁEAﬁA%i A 7, A\ It is an army belonging to the people which
REesRaRpRREREMAR BY € §  protects the interests of the peoplé.  The
ﬁ“i"‘]@—iﬁﬂ’]ﬂﬁiﬂﬁmﬁ oF k PS8  Korean people are supporting their army

e e by renderln g them matetial and spiritual assistance. The People’s

Army of Korea is in possession of high combat tecmque, of

rich military and political knowledge; it is well orgamzed and

imbued with high political vigilance. It is an army fully equipped
with all modern military sciences. Therefore, the People’s

Army of Korea is strorg enough to destroy all the enemies

who dare infringe the sovereignty and interests of the People’s
J\ Republic. o . - .
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Azhievements In Culture

And Education

The development of educati
and culture is one of the mg
important items in the plan of t
construction of the Democra
People’s. Republic of Korea.
the fiscal year of 1949 the expen
ture for cultural undertakir
occupiéd 19.3% of the total ann
budget of the state. It is o
second"to the e;'xpenditure for {
development of the people’s e
omy (40.9%). Be%ore the Liberat
there were in ﬁbrth Korea abg
2,300,000 illiterates. The Peop
Committee of North Koreastar
to elirﬁin_ate this shameful phe
mend 'by‘ opening day and. ni
schools for adults, and by'impl4
enting- corhpuléory education
Thus even old women were giy
education. As a result, alread
1947 ninety per cent of illiterg

were eliminated (2,100,4

00326003D0T82 remaining 200,




ppeared completely in 1948.
In 1942 there were in North
ea only 1,008 primary schools
43 middle schools. According
he figures published in 1948,
number of primary schools
eased to0'3,206 while that of
idle schools increased to 725.
der the Japanese rule there had
been a single university in
th Korea. At present, already
universities and colleges are
ctioning in North Korea.
The social educational institu-
s which never existed in North
ea during the Japanese rule
e been established on a large
e.+ Clubs and propaganda cen-
established up to 1948 num-
ed. 13,300. The number of
aries and theatres surpassed
mark asvcompared with 7 and
espectively in the past’
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(1)*The statug erected in front of the Man Gyung Dai Academy —established
for the surviving childrenof the sacrificed revolutionaries.
(2) The Kim Il-sung University. : :

(3) The Man Gyung Dai Academy and its,beautiful sufroundings.
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(5) Extra-curricula activ
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a textile mill,

(2) Pupils of a peo

Il-sunig University.

s school in class.
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(6) Girl students are play

(3) Students of the Man Gyuhg Dai Academy.

(7) Students are playi‘ng football

(_4)-Stud'ents in a classtroom at the Kim Il-sung
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(1) A warm farewell to the students leaving for Soviet Russia.

.

(2) Students of the Normal Ur.versity.
(3) Newspaper is subscribed by every family.

(4) (5) The movement of social education is launched with

various kinds of exhibitions.
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WOMEN ARE EMANGIPATED  miaveltai

for Men and Wome

promulgated in July 1946 emancipated women from the feudal oppression and servitude
The Korean Democratic Women’s Union now have 1,430,000 members. Thirty three
seats in the People’s Supreme Council are occupied by women. 9,488 owomen ar¢
members of the people’s committees of various levels. . 536 women are working eithe
as judges, prosecutors or court secretaries. In the industry there are 8,000 wome
skilled—-labour and 1,000 technicians. In educational institutions 5,000 women arg
working as education inspectors, principals and teachers. In addition, there are 1,00(
women doctors and nurses. About 8,000 girls are receiving higher education at presen
in North Korea. _ f . .

(1) The standard bearing gir! students of the Kim Il-sung University.

(2) Girl students are studying biology.

(3) Pyengyang Girls’ High School. .

(4) Women are taught to read and write at an adult school.
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The soverelgnty of the Democratlc
People’s Republlc of Korea belongs to the
people. -

The people loves their Fatherland
they are united around their government
they supportA all the policies ofj thelr
government, .

The Korean people under the ﬁeople’s
Government are enjoying all the rights
governing the freedom of speech.ﬂ press,

association, gathering and demonstratlon.

s

(1) The people are celebrating the "jinauguration ot_:the

Democratic People’s Republic.
(2) The nurses are on parade on the leeratlon Day,Aug.15,1948.
(3) Girl students” column partrcrpatmg in the March First
Independence Movement Day, 1949,




(4) May Day, 1948, (6) Parade on May Day, 1949.

(5) May Day, 1948. . (7) May Day parade in 1948.
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(1) The ghder exercise by youth

(2) An exhibition by girl students on the
March First Day, 1948. |

(3) General Kim Il-sung awarding medals
at the athletic meeting ‘held on the
March First Day, 1948.

(4) Parade of the Democratic Yiouth League.

(5) Girls’ greup dance demontrated on the
Libera-tion Day, Aug. 1 :

(—‘)ﬁﬂiﬁ@ﬁ%?ﬂﬂ\a N
C =) 90 S L e 09T
(=) i Eul\ﬂﬁh—én@ﬂké &: B BB

;5 :
(m) %EEE%EEE"FF]“”‘J‘J;E’L FiE
i) A@/\—-ﬂﬁ#ﬁké‘dﬁz} Bﬁtétﬁﬁwi




(1) The withdrawing Soviet troops entering (3) Farewell bidding by mass organizations.
the railway station platform.

(2) Flowers offered as farewell token to the
Soviet troops. : (5) Gitl students offering flowers.

(4) Girl students presenting flowers.
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